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This was one of the most informative and interesting course that I had an opportunity to engage in this semester. I learned different concepts of writing, critical thinking, communication, responding, and research skills. In this course, I had an opportunity to take part in different modules, which helped improve my understanding in different scenarios and how to engage different people and situations. 
One of the topics learned in this course is rhetorical appeals and how to apply them in different situations. Rhetorical appeals are modes of persuasion, which a speaker uses to appeal to an audience. There are three rhetorical appeals that were addressed in this class were appeals to emotions, authority, and logic. These appeals are categorized as ethos pathos, and logos. Ethos is appeal to authority, pathos is appeal to emotion, and logos is appeal to reason or logic. These appeals play an important role in helping an audience understand what type of information is being delivered and its aims. An excellent work addressed in the course portraying the use of rhetorical appeals is Incognegro By Mat Johnson and Warren Fleece, which uses rhetorical appeals to explain the challenges faced by people of color in the American South. The authors have used appeal to emotion to show how black people were lynched and how they struggled to achieve their freedom. By use of appeal to emotion, the authors are able to help the audience understand and feel the pain black people faced. I learned that using rhetorical appeals can help a speaker communicate better with the audience. Using rhetorical appeals allows a writer express himself better and convey the message to the intended people. 
Writing is an important skill that I have gained in this course, allowing me to know how to write formally and informally. I learned that there are different writing styles that can be used and in different ways to enable a person achieve their goals. Writing is an important skill, which helps one master communication, thinking, collaboration, and understanding other aspects of life. Through writing, I was able to express myself better to my peers and instructors. In class, one of the most important things is knowing how to relate to people and communicate with them. It is through writing that we are able to share our thoughts and help others understand us. Through writing, I learned that I can make my learning experience and thinking process visible. Often we engage in a thought process, where we allow our minds to linger in the unknown. Writing helped me present my thought process and learning experiences, which was necessary for my success. Another thing I learned in this course about writing is that it can help in the preservation of my memories and understanding my life better. One of the most common mistakes people make is failing to document the events in their lives, which can help them know whether they are progressing or stagnated in the same place. However, in this course, I learned that writing helps us keep track of our memories and how they change from one moment to another. 
The second thing I learned in this class was critical thinking. Critical thinking is an important skill that allows a person to question and reflect on the knowledge s/he has gained and the presented information. This was an important skill because I was able to criticize different sets of data presented to me, thus getting a better meaning and understanding of the same. I relied on critical thinking skills to attend to my assignments and projects. This skill was essential because I could view issues from different perspectives, which helped with a better understanding. I had an opportunity to know where I should improve and the things that I should avoid.  As a lifelong learner, I knew that it was critical to address projects or assignments from different viewpoints, which would allow a chance for advancements and changes in the future. By the use of critical thinking skills, I was able to solve problems in my projects, assignments, and even with my peers. Also, I has an opportunity to take part in different competitions, which helped me improve my knowledge. Further, critical thinking allowed me to view issues rationally and address them effectively, strategically, and in a methodical manner. 
Through the semester, my communication skills improved significantly. Before taking this course, I was unable to communicate effectively either orally or through writing. However, when I took this class, I was interested by how I learned to communicate with people better and express myself to others. Thus skill was vital considering that it is through communication that we can share information and knowledge. I learned that communication was necessary in the context of gaining trust from other people. This skill allowed me to share my opinions with other students and question their arguments. It improved my learning outcomes because I was able to communicate with teachers, get their feedback, and use it to work on my weaknesses. This course was interesting because through communication I was able to understand my personality and the things that I can do to improve my personal life. Gaining this knowledge was important because I can make better decisions based on the things am passionate about and those that would make my life better. Effective communication allowed me to share my opinions with others, which helped me advance my skills in other areas of study. 
Through communication, I was able to respond to other people and even challenges in and out of class. One of the most important things that promote success and achievement of set objectives is learning how to collaborate and respond to other people. Learning how to communicate was essential because it helped me associate with other people, and better respond to them. Having the ability to understand other people or situations is important because it opens a window for change and adjustments. There are different ways that people adopt to engage in situations. For example, in business, it is critical to respond to a changing business environment. Understanding these changes allows businesses respond appropriately and thus, guarantee their success. I think that being able to respond to changes and people is vital for success because I am in a position to understand their needs and interests, and how they prefer to be responded to. 
In this course, I learned the importance of research skills and how they promote student success. As a student, research skills are important because they help when it comes to addressing projects and assignments. Through research, students can solve complex problems affecting students and hindering their success. Through research, students are able to adapt to changes and evolve to become better people. As a learner, I have come to realize that the learning environment is dynamic and keeps changing from time to time. Therefore, it is essential to adapt to these changes, which increases the probability of success. 
Because of my desire to become an entrepreneur in the future, I think that it is critical to possess communication, critical thinking, writing and research skills. These skills can help me become better at analyzing situations and making informed decisions in life. As a life long learner, I aim to use this skills to promote myself, and secure a better future for my career and personal life. The thing I learned about my entrepreneurial ambitions and pursuits is that they can only be achieved by addressing the issue of fear, taking risks, and opportunities. One of the major problems affecting entrepreneurs today is the inability to take risks and take advantage of opportunities. As an entrepreneur, I think that taking risks is important because it can open new opportunities. I have the ability to take advantage of all chances I come across. 
Although this course has improved my skills, I look forward to improve my communication, critical thinking, research, and writing skills, which I think are necessary for success as a student, and from a career and personal life. Sharpening these skills will improve my probability of success as a student and from a career point of view. As a future entrepreneur, innovation and creativity are necessary because they help in the achievement of competitive advantages. Possession of communication skills and research skills in entrepreneurship is vital because it helps device new approaches to succeed in a highly competitive and dynamic business environment. I will improve my writing skills by taking part in different contests. Improving my writing skills will help me document my experiences in life and even in my career. I will improve my research skills by engaging in challenging projects, which will require me to search for information in different areas and apply it appropriately. 


